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At an altitude of 86%eet, Grand Junction is warm in the summer and moderate in spring, fall and
winter with more than 275 days of sunshine each year. For more information, call the Grand

Junction Visitor & Convention Bureau at (8284 B62 log onwavw.visitgrandjunction.com
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GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO
2009 DEMOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW

Courtesy of the Grandclion Area Chamber of Commerce

Population*

Total Mesa County 135,468
Grand Junction MSA 134,189
(MSA=Metropolitan Statistical Area)

Males 65,939
Females 68,250
Collbran 657

De Beque 508

Grand Junction 51,631
Fruita 10,349
Palisade 2,91

Annual Growth Rate 6%

Total Households 53,617
Household Size (avg.) 2.42
Education**

College Graduate + 22.%

Some College/Technical 31.4%6
HighSchool Graduate or less 46.56

Marital Status**

Males Females

Married 53.9% 527%
Single 29.4% 21.7%
Separated 0.6% 2.5%
Divorced 14.1% 12.2%
Widowed 2.0% 10.9%
Homeownership**

Own Home 70.30
Rent/Other 29. %%
Household Income**

Less than $25,000 28. %%
$25,00634,999 12.06
$35,006645,999 16.%%
$50,00874,999 19.4%0
$75,000+ 23.4%

Avg. Household Income $55,530

Ethnic Diversitypased on 2000 Censdaty

Caucasian or White 85.%%
Hispanic 10.9%
American Indian 0.6%
Asian 0.8
African American or Black 0.5%
Other 0.2
Climate High Low  Precipitation
(Ininches)
January 36.7 16.0 060
April 652 393 0.79

July 927 641 0.61
October 67.3 41.1 0.92

Awerage precipitation: 8.71 inchegeam a
Average snow fall:2inches inyaar

Population by Age Group

s

m0-19
m20-34

' >

m55-64
35-54 yrs
36,050

(26.9%)

M 65+

*Source: Colorado State Demography Office, July
2006

**Source: Grand Junction Chamber of Commerce
Community Profile 2008



2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FEBRUARY

1-28

APRIL

2326
25
2526

MAY
89
810

2223
2330

JUNE
11

2528

JULY

Arts, Hearts & Tarts

Fruita Fat Tire Festival
Super Cross
Spring Barrel Tasting

Catlin/Monster Truck

DowntowArt and Jazz Festig&al

Art on the Corner new artwork installation
Shrine Gius

Junior College Baseball World Series

Downtown Farmétarket (every Thursday,
June 11 Sept. 1)
Country Jam USA Music Festival

Farmers Markieevery Thursdayening

4
2126

4t of July Parade and Fireworks
Mesa CounBair

AUGUST

Farmers Markieevery Thursday evening

7 Art on the Corner Golf Tournament
8 Super Cross

1316 Palisade Peach Festival

29 Anderson/Monster Truck

SEPTEMBER
Farmers Markieevery Thursday evening

1112 Rock Jam Music Festival

1720 Colorad Mountain Winefest

1819 Por k o6n Hops

1820 Colorado Professional Rodeo Finals
19 Tounfthe VineyasdBike Event

26 Historic GJ Downtown Car Show
27 Color Sunday on the Grand Mesa
TBD Fruita Fall Festival

OCTOBER

31 Downtown Spooktacular
NOVEMBER

27 Downtown Tree Lighting
DECEMBER

5 Winter Festival & Parade of Lights
11 Spirit of Christmas Walk

Dates and events subject to change.
For current information about these and the many stireGeaedtJunction,
visit our @bsite alvww.visitgrandjunction.com
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GRAND JUNCTION HISTORY
By Dave Fishell, Author and Historian

To the northeast, the weathered Little Bookcliffs cut across the skyline. Southeast soars the Granc
Me s a, t drgestflebppdd ch@ustain. The photogenic canyons and monoliths of the
Colorado National Monument form a western wall. In between the three natural barriers sprawls
Western Coloradods Grand Valley. nséhut out of
rivers, the valley was also one of the last locales in the lower 48 states to be settled by pioneer
Americans.

The regionés colorful hi st &mown abotiginalt c hes n
civilization known as the Fremont firgtimtowhe area about 200 A.D. LiviAgonseis,
eating insects, small animals and sparse produce from tiny gardens, the mysterious Fremont left
Western Colorado about 1300 A.D. Roughly 100 years later, the first bands of wandering Utes
moved into tmegion. The various Ute tribes eventually called much of Colorado and Utah home
until forced onto reservations in 1881. Both Indian groups left behind numerous examples of
colorful rock paintings and canyon carvings. Some of the unexplaimestitblok apiotted
today.

Until 1821, the Grand Valley was part of the kingdom of Spain. And during the early and mid
17006s, hardy Spanish and Mexican sol diers,
region. Some were looking for geld stleking new trails to Spanish California. Most were

not too successful.

Atfirst,trdil | azi ng Ameri can mountain men werenot v
valuable beaver or trade with Ute Indians, most of the Americans welie kexpitonyt oy t

jealous Spanish officials. However, when Western Colorado became part of Mexico in 1821, the
mountains were suddenly wide open to trappers, traders and wasklariagskiackhe U.S.

A few of the same mountain men to first seb€dosa West ern Sl ope | ater
Army expeditions and Government Surveying pa
best known exploreist Carson, John Charles Fremont and Capt. JohniGlinmassed
through the Grand Valleyt he 18406s and 18500s.



In spite of anfidian politicians, a large part of Western Colorado remained Ute Indian Territory

until September 1881. The region was opened to homesteaders, ranchers and town builders the
very day the Utes were being forcleg Atmy troopers. By the time Kansas politician and real

estate developer George Crawford decided the unclaimed Grand Valley would make a good town
site, Denver, Colorado already had a population of 50,000. And Grand Junction, Colorado was jus

being brn!

Mt. Garfield and Bookcliff Mountain Range



ARTS AND CULTURE

I n addition to its mild climate and breatht a
unlimited cultural attractions. History, art, and performagltenakeasscto round out a

Grand Junction visit.

Grand Junction is justifiably proud of its past and several museums and historical sites recognize
the areads early history.
e The Western Colorado Center for thef@atsires permanent and temporanyseshib
native and contemporary artists of the Southwest as well as Anasazi pottery, Navajo rugs,
and paintings from modern local artists.
e The Museum of CwWssOtckardsHis@oclFamoapdrates s
preserved and reconstructed buildinigshaed f ar més ori gi nal or cha

step back in time, experiencing |life in C

The fine arts are celebrated each summer in a bigwéfkwiththea n d Jandthe Fest i v a
OArt on the Corndndallatiorbevenheld eachMay Col oradobés | argest and
outdoor sculpture display. This-bandpedair art experience features over 100 works,

displayed aloipin Stre@mong the many antique shops, galleries and restaurants in the

dowrmwn areaTemporary sculptures are displayed among the many permanent displayed works

of art.

The performing arts are alsoepedisented here.
e The Grand Junction Symphpay65piece orchestra, celebratedtitaritbversary
during 2006.
¢ Mesa Stat Collegdnas excellent drama and music departments that offer public
performances in drama, dance, and music.
e The historigvalon Theatrm downtown Grand Junction offers a variety of plays,

concerts, independent film and other entertainment theoyghout



From June through October, orchards in the area are laden with some dfahvestseetest
around. Starting with Juneds sweet cherries
always find something in season:

Cherries (sweet vaeg) - midJune through rdidly

Cherries (sour varietiesjd to lateJuly

Apricot$ late June through early July

Peaches late July through Sigptember

Plumg late August through-8éghtember

Peard midAugust through ridptember

Apple (sumer varietieemidJuly through late August
Grape$ all during September

Apple (winter varieties)idSeptember through late October

A leisurely drive or bike ride through the area takes you past roadside stands offering the freshest
produce, moutiatering jams, preserves, and ciders made with local fruit. Many orchards also

offer tours, giving visitors a true appreciation for how these wonderful fruits are grown, harvested
and packed.

Grand Junction has a summer full f@frinenents during009 Her edés just a san

e Month of Februd@rprts, Hearts and Tartslebrate this romantic month with special
performances, local artisan viewings, great romantic getaways and fine dining at one
Grand Junctions boutique restaurants.

o April 226 and Bl 1617--Spring Barrel Tastingresented by the Grand Valley
Winery Associatiorcludes an opportunity to get an insiders look at the soul of
Co |l or maeGoinsy. TWs special evelodswine tastings, a commemorative
wine glass, passport enttance intodrawing for a free case of wine.

e May8-101 Art and dzzFestivaincludes live jazz, food vendors, gallery tours and wine
tasting.

e Junelli September7(Thursday$)Gr and Juncti on F&kemer 6s Ma
place along Grand Jenotid s hi st ori ¢ main street. The v
and fruits from the Grand Valley, musicians, food vemdot9@radtisans.

e June 1247 Palisade Bluegrass and Roots Music Fessivaal acoustic music event
being made in thleade!!Locatedn the banks of the Colorado Rikkenirest side of
Riverbend Park, the fedidadlires osite camping, jam sessions and kids activities.

Enjoy lcal wines, m@&brew, food, area artisans, ankkWwops for guitar, banjo, fiddle,



mandolinjocals, and songwritiAgisan demonstratians also availaliée adults
and children.
e Augusil316- The Palisade Peach Festoffdrs olfashioned fun like an ice cream
social, street dance, parade and car show, pancake breakfast, paaelstdisipe c
entertainment, and more.
o Septembel7-20- At theColoraddVlountairiVinefestvisitors can sample wine from 40
Col orado wineries. Activities include win
demonstrations, wine competition andlive misn Pal i sadeds Civic F
e September8197 34 AnnualPorkand Hops BBQ Cooif is open to the public and
includes a national BBQ contest, taste of brewery beer, bands and great food.

Art & jazz irodntown Grand Junction



