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Grand Junction is the largest city in western Colorado. At an altitude of 4,586 feet, it is warm in the summer 

and moderate in spring, fall and winter. Boasting more than 275 days of sunshine annually, Grand Junction 

recently was named one of the eight sunniest cities in the United States by TourismReview.com. 

 

A mecca for outdoor and recreational activity and exploration, Grand Junction is a year-round destination. 

Major draws include: 

Coloradoôs wine country ï Grand Valley AVA (American Viticultural Area) 

Orchards, fruit harvests (including the famous peaches) 

Year-round golf 

Hiking, biking 

Alpine and Nordic skiing, snowmobiling 

Colorado National Monument 

Grand Mesa 

Dinosaur exploration 

Cultural attractions ï Live theatre, museums, shopping, musical performances 

 
 
Whatõs New for 2010 ï You will find detail on these in the individual sections of this press kit.  
 

Cabelaôs mega-store ï Scheduled to open by summer 

Newly franchised Clarion Inn  

120-room Holiday Inn and Suites  

Expansion of ñgreenò policies, procedures, focus at Two Rivers Convention Center 

Bananas Fun Park pavilion and indoor playland 
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Dates and events subject to change. For current information, visit www.visitgrandjunction.com. 
 

FEBRUARY 
1-28 Arts, Hearts & Tarts  - City-wide celebration of the romantic month of February  
 
APRIL 
24-25 Spring Barrel Tasting ï Sneak peeks at new winery releases  
29 - May 2            Fruita Fat Tire Festival ï Legendary mountain biking 
 
MAY 
7-9 Downtown Art and Jazz Festival 
7-9                       Art on the Corner ï New installation at Coloradoôs largest outdoor sculpture display 
8   Gateway Canyons Auto Festival 
14-15  Mike the Headless Chicken Days ï Commemoration of an infamous chickenôs will to live 
15-16  Spring Barrel Tasting ï Sneak peeks at new winery releases  
29 - June 5   Junior College Baseball World Series 
 
JUNE 
10, 17, 24 Downtown Farmersô Market (each Thursday evening through Sept. 16) 
11-13 Palisade Bluegrass and Roots Music Festival 
24-27  Country Jam USA Music Festival 
 
JULY 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29  Downtown Farmersô Market  
4  Independence Day Parade and Fireworks 
20-24  Mesa County Fair 
 
AUGUST 
5, 12, 19, 26  Downtown Farmersô Market 
9  Art on the Corner Golf Tournament 
19-22  Palisade Peach Festival 
27-28  Rock Jam Music Festival 
 
SEPTEMBER 
2, 9, 16   Downtown Farmersô Market 

10-11 Pork & Hops ï Barbecue contest, local brews, bands and food 
16-19  Colorado Mountain Winefest 
18  Tour de Vineyards Bicycle Tour 
24-26  Fruita Fall Festival 
25  Historic Grand Junction Downtown Car Show 
26  Color Sunday on the Grand Mesa 
 

 
OCTOBER 
30  Downtown Spooktacular 
 
NOVEMBER 
26  Downtown Tree Lighting 
 
DECEMBER 
4  Winter Festival & Parade of Lights 

http://www.visitgrandjunction.com/
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Museums   

Western Colorado Center for the Arts ï Permanent and temporary exhibits of native and 

contemporary artists of the Southwest; Anasazi pottery; Navajo rugs; paintings from modern local 

artists.   

Museum of Western Coloradoõs Cross Orchards Historic Farm ï Preserved and reconstructed 

buildings, and the farmôs original orchards, allow visitors to step back in time and experience life in 

Grand Junction as it was during the early 1900s.  

 

Fine arts  

Art and Jazz Festival (May 7-9) ï Live jazz, food vendors, gallery tours and wine tasting. 

Art on the Corner Installation ï Coloradoôs largest and most diverse outdoor sculpture display. 

The hands-on, open-air experience displays more than 100 works (permanent as well as 

changing/seasonal) along Grand Junctionôs Main Street.   

Arts, Hearts and Tarts (Feb. 1-28) ï Celebrates the romantic month of February with special 

performances, local artisan viewings, great romantic getaways, and fine dining and shopping at 

Grand Junctionôs restaurants and boutique stores. 

 

Performing arts 

Grand Junction Symphony ï The 65-piece orchestra celebrates its 32nd season in 2010.   

Mesa State College ï Public performances in drama, dance and music from the schoolôs 

excellent drama and music departments.  

Avalon Theatre ï Historic venue offering plays, concerts, independent film and other 

entertainment year-round.  

Palisade Bluegrass and Roots Music Festival (June 11-13) ï Acoustic music on the banks of 

the Colorado River, with on-site camping, jam sessions, kidsô activities, local artisans, food, wines 

and microbrews; guitar, banjo, fiddle, mandolin, vocals and songwriting workshops. 
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Wine and Beer 

Spring Barrel Tasting (April 24-25, May 15-16) ï Opportunity for an insiderôs look at the heart and 

soul of Coloradoôs wine country, with wine tastings, a commemorative wine glass, passport and 

entrance into a drawing for a free case of wine. Presented by the Grand Valley Winery Association. 

Annual Pork & Hops BBQ Cook-off (Sept. 10-11) ï Barbecue contest, local brews, bands and 

food. 

Colorado Mountain Winefest (Sept. 16-19) ï Winemakersô dinners, vineyard bike tour, cooking 

demos, wine competitions, chance to sample wine from more 40 Colorado wineries. 

 

 


