
VISIT GRAND JUNCTION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  

 
July 9, 2019 

  
Diorio’s Pizza 

309 W. 8th Street  
Palisade, CO 

  
Presiding:  Britt Mathwich  

Visit Grand Junction Board Members Present:  Paul Petersen, Tammy Anderson, Ken Mabery, Zeb Miracle, 

Josh Niernberg (arrived at 12:15 pm) 

Board Members Absent:  Kevin Reimer, Julie Shafer, Mikhail Blosser 

Staff Present:  Elizabeth Fogarty, Kim Machado 

 

The meeting was called to order at 11:36 am.  
Minutes from the June 11, 2019 meeting:  Paul Petersen motioned to approve the minutes as written; Tammy 
Anderson seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Discussion on Palisade Partnership 
Elizabeth shared a proposed draft motion to present to the Palisade Tourism Board with the goal of partnering 
with Palisade’s marketing partners (includes Town of Palisade, Palisade Tourism Advisory Board (TAB), and 
Palisade Chamber of Commerce), before next year’s budget development to look at an entire marketing 
strategy, scope, and marketing budgets. The motion includes language that will allow Visit Grand Junction to 
strategize as a partner and provide additional value while avoiding duplication of effort. The motion will not 
include any dollar amounts. Elizabeth further mentioned that the Town Administrator of Palisade, Janet 
Hawkinson, has reviewed the motion language and agrees with presenting it to the Palisade TAB at the joint 
board meeting with Visit Grand Junction occurring later this day at 1:00 pm.   
 
Zeb Miracle asked what would happen if the Palisade TAB is not agreeable to the motion. Elizabeth replied that 
there will be a shift in Visit Grand Junction’s marketing and Palisade will only be mentioned if it benefits Grand 
Junction. Britt Mathwich agreed with the motion language. The Board did not bring up any objections and had 
no further comments on the motion language. The Board will vote on the language at the August 13, 2019 
regular board meeting.  
 
Director Update 
Elizabeth Fogarty provided updates on the following:  
 

 Lodging tax collections increased for April’s business by 15.4% and May’s business was also up 3.9% 
over the same 2018 period. This reflects the original 3% lodging tax. The 1.25% that Visit Grand Junction 
receives from the additional 3% lodging tax approved by voters last year has generated an additional 
$243,448 in revenue year-to-date through May’s business. 

 Elizabeth received a last minute request from representatives from Mesa County and COPMOBA asking 
for assistance with developing a marketing plan for the Palisade Plunge, as required for a Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant application. Staff is currently pulling data, and Elizabeth will create 
and submit a draft of the marketing plan by July 15. She will also mention this request to the Palisade 
TAB during the upcoming joint board meeting.   

 
There being no further business, Paul Petersen motioned to adjourn the meeting; Ken Mabery seconded. 
Motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 12:38 pm.  


